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Although the fall of Otto was not unexpected, the choice of his successor raised a number of thorny questions. According to engagements entered into by the Protecting Powers in 1827-1832, the members of their reigning families were excluded from the Greek throne. Moreover, a treaty of 1852 between the Protecting Powers and Greece embodied the provision of the Greek constitution of 1844 which required that the successors to the Crown must profess the Orthodox religion. In spite of these commitments the Russians, suspecting that London coveted the Greek Crown for Prince Alfred, the second son of Queen Victoria, supported the candidature of the Duke of Leuch-tenberg who was related to the Russian dynasty. An understanding, however, was soon reached, and the Protecting Powers informed the Greek provisional government (December 13, 1862, N.S.) that the members of their royal houses were not eligible to the vacant throne. This declaration notwithstanding, the Greek national assembly elected Prince Alfred (December 6-15, N.S.), ratifying the election in February, 1863. In accordance with the policy agreed upon by Russia, England, and France, Alfred refused the proffered Crown, and after several other candidates (King Ferdinand of Portugal, Duke Ernest II of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, the Duke d'Aumale, Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian Joseph of Austria) declined or were found wanting, the choice of the Protecting Powers fell on Prince William of Denmark. William signified his acceptance, was unanimously elected by the Greek national assembly (March 30, 1863, N.S.), and assumed the name of George I.7 The new king was a Lutheran, but it was stipulated simultaneously with his election that his successors should profess the faith of the eastern Orthodox Church, a condition on which Russia particularly insisted. Russia, England, and France took official cognizance of the deposition of the Bavarian dynasty in Greece (protocol of May 27, 1863, N.S.) and by the Treaty" of London (July 13, 1863, N.S.) the Protecting Powers and Denmark recognized the succession of George I and the union with Greece of the Ionian Islands, which had been conquered by Great Britain in 1809-1814 and had manifested a
7 William was the second son of Prince Christian of Schleswig-Holstein-Gliicksburg, who in November, 1863, became King Christian IX of Denmark. In March, 1865, Christian's daughter, the future Queen Alexandra of England, was married to the Prince of Wales; in October, 1866, his other daughter, Princess Dagmar (known in Russia as Maria Fedorovna) became the consort of the fotap Emperor Alexander III. In September, 1867, King George I of Greece married the Grand Duchess Olga, a niece of Emperor Alexander II.